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20 cents. And yet skillful growers have commonly made
much higher profits on lemons than on oranges, and a good
bearing lemon grove will sell for more money to-day than
an orange grove of similar age. This means that there
have been a larger proportion of failures with lemons than
with oranges.
There are, of course, many reasons why some citrus trees
fail to pay. Some trees are planted with the object of
producing fruit; while others, we regret to have to say,
have been planted for the purpose of making it easier to
sell the land. There is a great deal of land that will grow
a beautiful young tree for a few years, but upon which
bearing trees will soon fail. A considerable acreage of
either very questionable or impossible citrus land has been
planted out in large blocks and then divided up and sold
to unwary investors, who in most cases are inexperienced
persons newly arrived from other parts of the country,
Much citrus acreage is sold by mail to absent buyers, a very
bad practice. It is strange how many unsophisticated
persons there are in Northern cities who will trustingly
send, their money by mail to some agent with the request
that he H Be sure to select a nice orange grove for them/'
Where there is such an absolute lack of business sense as
this, it is not surprising that there are so many failures.
Absentee ownership is one of the banes of the citrus
business. If a person cannot visit his property at least
once a month and look after the various operations in per-
son, he should sell out to some one who can.
Another trouble is over-capitalization, which is encour-
aged by speculation. Many beautiful towns and cities
lave been built literally in the orange groves and the in-